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THE DISASTER MANAGEMENT ACT, 

(CAP. 242) 

__________ 
 

REGULATIONS 
__________ 

 

(Made under section 43) 
___________ 

 

THE DISASTER MANAGEMENT REGULATIONS, 2017 

 

PART I 

PRELIMINARY PROVISIONS 

 

Citation and 

commencement 
 1. These Regulations may be cited as the Disaster 

Management Regulations, 2017. 

  

Interpretation 

Cap. 242 
 2.  In these Regulations unless the context requires 

otherwise- 

“Act” means the Disaster Management Act; 

“agency” means the Tanzania Disaster Management Agency 

established under section 4; 

 “Centre” means the Emergency Operations and Communication 

Centre established under regulation 3; 

 “Council” means the Tanzania Disaster Management Council 

established under section 7 of the Act; 

 “Director General” means the Director General of the Agency 

appointed under section 9 of the Act; 

 “Minister” means the Minister responsible for disaster 

management; 

 “military” means the Tanzania Peoples Defence Forces; and 

 “Military Support of Civil Authority or in its acronym “MSCA” 

means support provided to civilian authority by the 

Tanzania Peoples’ Defence Force (TPDF) in response to a 

national emergency whether natural or manmade disaster 

event. 
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PART II 

EMERGENCY OPERATIONS AND COMMUNICATION CENTRE 

  

Emergency 

Operations and 

Communication 

Centre 

 3.-(1) The Director General, in consultation with the 

Minister, shall be responsible for the establishment and 

maintenance of Emergency Operations and Communication 

Centre. 

 (2) The Centre shall be the central nerve for monitoring 

and handling of emergencies and feed into the normal operations 

of the Agency. 

  

Coordination 

of emergency 

activities 

 4.-(1) The Minister shall direct all emergency operations 

through the Director General who shall coordinate activities of the 

Centre. 

 (2) The Centre shall be in operation for twenty four hours 

within seven days a week. 

  (3)  At each operation room of the  Centre there shall be 

such basic equipments as shall be required, and includes- 

 (a) maps on which the disaster area can be shown in 

detail including topography, roads, railroads clearly 

marked; 

 (b) daily weather forecasts report;  

 (c) situation board on which the disaster statistics are 

shown; and 

 (d) Television screen to project satellite image of 

situation from disaster area. 

  (4) An emergency operation at the Centre shall be 

represented by the military, police, health sector, fire department, 

national broadcasting corporation and such other institution as the  

emergency situation may require. 

  

Functions of 

the Centre 
 5. Functions of the Centre shall be- 

(a) to receive, analyze and disseminate disaster 

emergency information from within and outside 

Tanzania;  
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 (b) to pronounce early warning of any foreseen disaster; 

 (c) assess incident situation and brief the Director 

General; 

 (d) to provide daily situation report on disaster situation 

report to public and other stakeholders; 

 (e) to provide centralized coordination and control of 

emergency or disaster response and operations on a 

twenty-four hour per day basis; 

 (f) to keep the public informed of the emergency or 

disaster in a timely and factual manner through 

briefings and bulletins; 

 (g) to arrange for logistic support to site personnel; 

 (h) to provide advice to the public according to the 

issued disaster early warning; 

 (i) to make forecast plans to meet the requirements that 

will follow a disaster;  

 (j) to prepare hazard specific or multi-hazard 

contingency plans; and 

 (k) to ensure the efficient movement, assimilation and 

dissemination of information from disaster sites to 

the public. 

  

Activation of 

Centre 
 6.-(1) The Centre shall operate on basis of activation and 

de-activation as required to support emergency response.  

  (2) Partial and full activation of the centre shall base on 

the Tanzania Emergency Preparedness and Response Plan levels 

as follows: 

 (a) level 1, where an emergency incident may be 

handled routinely at district or regional level by one 

or more departments and government agencies 

within the country, and the Centre shall be partial 

activated to monitor the situation; 

 (b) level 2, where an emergency shall require a major 

response and the significant commitment of 

resources from Central Government several 



Disaster Management 

G.N. No. 12 (contd.) 

6 
 

departments and agencies, and the Centre shall be 

partial or full activated to control the situation; and 

 (c) level 3, where an emergency shall require an 

extensive coordinated response and commitment of 

resources from all departments and government 

agencies and may necessitate assistance from other 

countries or international humanitarian 

organizations, and the Centre shall be full activated 

to control the situation. 

  (3) The Agency shall provide employees or 

representatives of institutions with badge, tag or other 

identification device which may conveniently be worn by each 

employee when the Centre is activated. 

  

Emergency 

meetings 
 7. The Director General shall upon receipt of information 

under regulation 5, and subject to section 10 of the Act, convene 

an emergency meeting of the Council to deliberate on emergency 

measures to be taken. 

  

Survey teams 

to disaster area 
 8. Where an emergency meeting is held, the Director 

General shall immediately dispatch an assessment team to the 

disaster area and if necessary assign one or more of his officers the 

task of coordinating the field operations. 

  

PART III 

PROCEDURES FOR DISASTER RISK MANAGEMENT AND CONTROL 

  

National 

Disaster 

Management 

Plan 

 9.-(1) The National Disaster Management Plan prepared in 

accordance with section 28 of the Act shall be utilized so as to 

ensure effective and proper coordinated counter measures for 

disaster control. 

  (2)  The Plan shall outline all requirements for disaster 

risk reduction and management which shall include- 
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 (a) requirements of disaster management including 

mitigation, preparedness, response and recovery 

measures; 

 (b) identification of various authorities and their 

responsibilities; 

 (c) emergency powers; 

 (d) identification and coordination responsibilities; 

 (e) institutional arrangements; 

 (f) command and control of disaster incidents; 

 (g) operational procedures; 

 (h) communication of information; 

 (i) early warning arrangements; 

 (j) resource mobilisation; 

 (k) monitoring and evaluation; 

 (l) simulation  of disaster incidents; 

 (m) post-disaster review;  

 (n)  promotion of disaster management research;   

 (o) indigenous knowledge relating to disaster 

management; and   

 (p) other sectoral plans periodically reviewed and 

updated as necessary. 

  (3)  The military shall prepare and submit to the Director 

General plans to provide assistance to the civil authorities or the 

civilian population, which shall be based on the National Disaster 

Management Plan and shall be incorporated in the plan referred to 

in sub-regulation (1). 

  (4) The Agency shall, as far as possible, integrate the plan 

in the National development plan and shall be review and update 

from time to time. 

  

Roles of 

military 
 10.-(1) During response of emergency operations the 

military shall not take over control from the civilian authority 

when called upon to give support. 
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  (2) Where the military is called upon to give support, it 

shall- 

 (a) provide engineering, transport, logistical support and 

emergence communication if needed; 

 (b) assist in evacuation of the threatened or affected 

population; 

 (c) carryout search and rescue operations in disaster 

situations; 

 (d) liaise with the ministry responsible for health in 

provision of emergence medical support; and 

 (e) liaise with the ministry of internal affairs to develop 

evacuation plan and management measures. 

  (3) The military shall appoint a senior officer to serve as 

Disaster Risk Management Focal Point whose responsibilities 

shall include- 

 (a) mainstreaming disaster risk management in the 

military annual work plan and budget; and 

 (b) co-ordination of disaster risk management among its 

military organs. 

  

Activation of 

MSCA 

Disaster 

Contingency 

Plan 

 11.-(1) The MSCA Disaster Contingency Plan shall be 

activated by the President and Chief of Armed Forces upon 

recommendation by the Council. 

 (2) Where the MSCA Disaster Contingency Plan is 

activated: 

 (a) military assets utilised in support initiatives shall 

stay under the control of the military chain of 

command; and 

 (b) military assistance shall be coordinated with the 

local responders in the disaster area to ensure the 

military support is being properly utilized as per the 

request. 

  (3) The MSCA Disaster Contingency Plan shall be 

activated at different phases of disaster management which are 

Pre-disaster Phase, Disaster phase and Post- Disaster Phase. 
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Rules of 

engagement 
 12.-(1) The rules of engagement that shall be utilized for 

military support of civil authority disaster response operations 

include: 

 (a) military commands and personnel reserve the right 

to use force in self-defence against attacks or threats 

of attack; 

 (b) hostile fire shall be contained in a prompt and 

effective manner to stop hostile acts; 

 (c) when attacked by hostile elements, mob or rioters, 

military commands or personnel shall respond with 

minimum force necessary to address the threat; 

 (d) where necessary, private property of civilians or 

businesses may be seized involuntarily for 

accomplishment of military missions in accordance 

with appropriate policies and procedures; and 

 (e) where necessary, civilians may be detained for 

security reasons or in self-defense, except that 

military commands shall transfer custody of 

detained civilians to appropriate police authorities as 

soon as possible. 

  (2) The primary tenets governing the rules of engagement 

under this regulation includes: 

 (a) military participation in disaster response that do not 

constitute conducting combat operations; 

 (b) all persons to be treated with dignity and respect; 

 (c) local customs and traditions  to be respected; 

 (d) only the minimum force necessary to carry out the 

mission shall be deployed; 

 (e) military personnel shall always be prepared to act in 

self-defense; and 

 (f) military personnel shall at all times adhere to the 

Tanzania Peoples’ Defence Force Code of Conduct. 

 

  (3) Subject to the applicable chain of command within the 

military, the Military commands and personnel shall be thoroughly 
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briefed on rules of engagement for military commands providing 

support of civil authorities’ disaster response operations. 

  

Local 

government 

authorities 

 13.  All local government authorities shall issue 

instructions as may be considered necessary to support the 

provisions and requirements for the implementation of the 

National Disaster Management Plan. 

  

State actors 

and non-state 

actors 

 14.-(1) Government agencies, non-government 

organizations and private entities engaged in disaster management 

and allocated roles under the Plan, shall make their own plans and 

other arrangements necessary to fulfill their roles. 

  (2) All government agencies, non-government 

organizations and private entities engaged in disaster management 

shall, at the time specified in the Plan, submit to the Council 

annual reports of their state of readiness for the coming year. 

  

Director 

General to 

issue direction 

 15.-(1) The Director General shall, whenever there is an 

emergency or state of disaster- 

 (a) ensure that the people who are at risk are properly 

informed so as to avoid or lessen the effect of the 

emergency; 

 (b) liaise with the regional, district, ward and village 

committees of that particular area on the plan of 

emergency action to be taken; 

 (c) make sure that the staff of the Agency are properly 

briefed on action to be taken and that their positions 

are covered; 

 (d) ensure that members of Centre are put on alert status 

and review their plan for action; 

 (e) ensure that the key operational partners like military, 

the police, Red Cross and the Fire department are 

ready to participate in the operation and that the 

radio communication facilities are available; and 
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 (f) review the operational status in the disaster area for 

communication links, availability of manpower, 

transport, vehicles, public utilities and possible 

evacuation sites such as schools, churches, missions, 

hospitals and government buildings. 

  (2) Upon declaration of the national state of disaster in 

accordance with section 27 of the Act, the Minister may, upon 

consultation with the Council, issue directions concerning- 

 (a) the release of any available resources of the 

government including stores, equipments, vehicles 

and facilities; 

 

 (b) the release of personnel of a national organ of state 

for the rendering of emergency services;  

 (c) the implementation of all or any of the provisions of 

a national disaster management plan that are 

applicable in the circumstances; 

 (d) the evacuation to temporary shelters of all or part of 

the population from the disaster-stricken or 

threatened area if such action is necessary for the 

preservation of life; 

 (e) the regulation of traffic to, from or within the 

disaster-stricken or threatened area; 

 (f) the regulation of the movement of persons and goods 

to, from or within the disaster-stricken or threatened 

area; 

 (g) the control and occupancy of premises in the 

disaster-stricken or threatened area; 

 (h) the provision, control or use of temporary 

emergency accommodation; 

 (i) the suspension or limiting of the sale dispensing or 

transportation of alcoholic, beverages, firearms, 

explosives or such other products which deem not to 

be appropriate in disaster area; 
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 (j) the maintenance or installation of temporary lines of 

communication to, from or within the disaster area; 

 (k) the dissemination of information required for dealing 

with the disaster; 

 (l) emergency procurement procedures; 

 (m) the facilitation of response and post-disaster 

recovery and rehabilitation; 

 (n) steps to facilitate international assistance; and 

 (o) other steps that may be necessary to prevent an 

escalation of the disaster or to alleviate, contain and 

minimise the effects of the disaster. 

  

Shelters 

 
 16.-(1) The Director General shall establish and maintain a 

shelter list of premises available and suitable for use as shelters 

during a declaration of an emergency or an alert or the aftermath 

of an emergency or a disaster. 

  (2) The shelters list shall- 

 (a) contain identification of the categories of shelter; 

 (b) list of facilities available at each shelter; 

 (c) indicate the suitability of each shelter for use during 

a declaration of emergency or an alert or the 

aftermath of an emergency or a disaster; and 

 (d) indicate the periods for and the conditions under 

which the shelter would be suitable for use in the 

instances in paragraph (c). 

  

Issuance of 

directories and 

maintenance 

of records 

 17.-(1) The Director General shall issue to the Public, an 

update of directories showing-  

(a) the names, official address and contacts of heads of 

all departments of Government, regional authorities, 

local authorities, ward councils and village councils;  
 (b) officers of all  United Nations Organisation and 

other international or multi-national organization, 

humanitarian and volunteer organisation associated 

with or related to disaster management and rescue 

operations; 



Disaster Management 

G.N. No. 12 (contd.) 

13 
 

 (c) all existing emergency units and rescue points 

including fire and rescue centres, military, human 

and animal health facilities, red cross or such other 

relief aid organs; and 

 (d) clearly demarcated map indicating all disaster prone 

areas. 

  (2) The Director General shall cause to be maintained- 

 (a) a complete and updated inventory showing- 

 (i) the location of all schools and other learning 

institutions  within the country, together with the 

names and addresses of heads of such schools 

and institutions; 

 (ii) the location of all fire fighting stations and units 

in the country; 

 (b) records or registers showing- 

 (i) the location and capacity of buildings that may 

be used as emergency shelters or hospitals in 

the event of the occurrence of disaster; 

 (ii) the location, size and other statistical data that 

relates to all airports, airdrome and airships, 

including length, tonnage limitation, 

communication and elevation; 

 (iii) the location, size and other statistical data that 

relates to all seaports in the country, including 

their depth, tonnage capacity, storage facilities, 

types of cranes available and their loading and 

unloading capacities; 

 (iv) the location and storage capacities of all key 

warehouses in the country; 

 (c) a register showing up to date information of medical 

personnel, their qualifications and their stations of 

duty; 
 (d) a list of all nationally available resources and 

equipment that may be used for emergency and 

where they are not available in the country, 

international sources shall be indicated; and 
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 (e) other matters and things relevant to disaster 

management activities and coordination during or 

after  disaster. 

  (2) The Agency may make arrangements with any person 

or body of persons to facilitate the effective and efficient discharge 

of its functions under the Act. 

  

Reports of the 

Agency and 

disaster 

committees 

 18.  Report of activities performed by the Agency, 

regional  and district committees shall  include details of- 

 

(a) emergency operations and disaster management 

plans and programs; 

(b) actions taken to implement the requirements of 

preparedness dealt within the plans referred to in 

paragraph (a); and 

 (c) all aid requests and grants issued to the Agency or 

the respective  Regional or District Committees. 

  

Submission of 

report 
 19.-(1) The reports prepared under regulation 18 shall be 

submitted as follows:  

 (a) where the report is for a District Committee, the 

District Committee shall, within 21 days before 20
th
 

June of each financial year , cause the report to be 

submitted to the regional disaster management 

committee which shall immediately compile all 

reports within the region and submit to the Agency; 

 (b) where the report is for a Regional  Committee, the 

Regional Committee shall submit the report to the 

Director General, who shall cause all regional 

reports to be consolidated and prepare a national 

disaster management report and submit it to the 

Minister who shall, not later than 30
th
 December of 

each year, lay the report before the National 

Assembly. 
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  (2) A person who fails to comply with this regulation 

commits an offence of obstruction under the Act and is liable, 

upon conviction, to a fine not exceeding one million shillings or to 

imprisonment for a period not exceeding two years, or to both. 

  

Responsibilitie

s of  regional 

committee 

 20.  In executing to the functions prescribed under the Act, 

the Regional disaster management committee shall undertake the 

following responsibilities- 

(a) in collaboration with the Agency-  

 (i) monitor the disaster threats and the conditions 

of the vulnerable population within the region; 

 (ii) conduct studies on the conditions of the 

vulnerable population and prepare 

recommendations on reducing their 

vulnerability; 

 (iii) align regional early warning system and 

facilitate the establishment of regional disaster 

risk information data base; 

 (b) facilitate and monitor the integration of disaster risk 

reduction initiative with the development plan; 

 

 (c) facilitate the development of contingency plan or 

disaster response and recovery plans; 

 (d) guide the development of a comprehensive 

information management and effective 

communication system in the manner prescribed by 

the Agency; 

 (e) liaise and consult with the Agency on all issues 

pertaining to disaster risk management in the region; 

 (f) prepare plans for the prevention and mitigation of 

any disaster in the region, which includes training 

and simulation exercises; 

 (g) submit to the Agency quarterly and annual reports, 

minutes of meeting and resolutions  and any other 

information that relates to disaster risk management;  
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 (h) deliberate and make determinations for civil 

protection measures; 

 (i) coordinate district plans on the prevention of 

disasters and their mitigation submitted by the 

District Committee; and 

 (j) oversee the preparation of regional level plans and 

procedures. 

  

Responsibilitie

s of local 

authority 

 21.  Subject to section 25 of the Act, every local 

government authority shall take responsibility and develop the 

capacity to- 

 (a) prepare public information programs in order to- 

 (i) educate the public on protection against  

hazards; 

 (ii) educate the public on initial response to 

hazards in individual households, public 

places or the community; 

 (iii) relieve sufferings, save lives, protect property 

and safeguard the environment during the 

occurrence of a disaster; and 

 (iv) prevent hazardous incidents from escalating to 

disasters; and 

 (b) respond in a coordinated manner to any emergency 

situation which is not a national disaster. 

  

Coordinated 

function 
 22.-(1) Save as provided under the Act, every government 

entity engaged in disaster management under the Act shall- 

 (a) take deliberate and appropriate initiative in 

developing a disaster risk management plan and 

contingency plan; 

 (b) undertake training programs and exercises for its 

staff members, employees and other person with 

respect to the provision of necessary services and the 

procedures to be followed in disaster response and 

recovery activities; 
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 (c) conduct public education on risk to public safety and 

on disaster preparedness; and 

 (d) in the event of a disaster outbreak- 

 (i) make allocation of responsibilities to various 

stakeholders and coordination in carrying out 

of disaster management responsibilities; 

 (ii) undertake prompt disaster response and relief; 

 (iii) facilitate the procurement of essential goods 

and the distribution of essential services;  

 (iv) ensure the establishment of strategic 

communication link; and 

 (v) undertake any matter required for disaster 

management programs. 

  (2) The provisions of sub-regulation (1) shall be 

implemented under the immediate supervision of the Agency. 

  

Assessment of 

the Disaster 

Area  

 23.-(1) Where a disastrous event occurs or threatens to 

occur, the Agency shall- 

 (a) assess the magnitude and severity or potential 

magnitude and severity of the disaster; 

 (b) classify the disaster as a district, regional or national 

disaster in accordance with the Act; and 

 (c) record the prescribed particulars concerning the 

disaster in the register. 

  (2)  When assessing the magnitude and severity or 

potential magnitude and severity of the disaster, the Agency- 

 (a) shall consider any information and recommendations 

concerning the disaster received from a Regional or 

District Committees; 

 (b) may enlist the assistance of an independent assessor 

to evaluate the disaster on site. 

  (3)  Where the magnitude and severity of the disaster is 

greater or lesser than the initial assessment, the Agency may re-

classify a disaster under sub-regulation (l)(b) as a district, regional 
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or national disaster at any time after consultation with the relevant 

Regional or District Committees. 

  

Classification 

of disaster 
 24.-(1) A disaster is classified as local or district disaster 

if- 

(a) it affects a single district or town council or local 

municipality only; and 

 (b) the municipal, town or district council either alone or 

with the assistance of local municipalities or district 

or town councils  in the area of the district is able to 

deal with it effectively. 

  (2)  A disaster is classified as a regional disaster if  it 

affects- 

 (a) more than one district or town  council or 

municipality in the same region; 

 (b) a single  district or town council or local 

municipality in the region and that  district or town 

council, or that municipality with the assistance of 

the local councils or municipalities within its area is 

unable to deal with it effectively; or 

 (c) a cross-boundary district or municipality in respect 

of which only one region; and 

  (3)  A disaster is classified as a national disaster if it 

affects- 

 (a) more than one region; or 

 (b) a single region which is unable to deal with it 

effectively. 

  (4) The classification of a disaster in terms of this section 

designates primary responsibility to a particular sphere of 

government for the co-ordination and management of the disaster, 

but an organ of state in another sphere may assist the sphere 

having primary responsibility to deal with the disaster and its 

consequences. 
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Rapid needs 

and damage 

assessment 

team 

 25.-(1) Where a national disaster is declared, the Director 

General shall immediately dispatch an assessment team to the 

disaster area to undertake a rapid needs and damage assessment. 

  (2) The assessment team shall consist of  experts who will 

gather information on the following key issues- 

 (a) general information of the disaster area and nature of 

disaster occurred; 

 (b) level and types of impact; 

 (c) Demography of affected people; 

 (d) livelihood of affected people; 

 (e) non-food items needs; 

 (f) water and sanitation needs; 

 (g) health and medical needs; 

 (h) food security and nutrition needs; 

 (i) education needs; 

 (j) Protection - security and psychosocial issues; 

 (k) building and infrastructure needs; 

 (l) shelter needs; 

 (m) current responses; and 

 (n) any other relevant information. 

  (3) The rapid need and damage assessment shall be 

conducted using the standard assessment tools developed by the 

Agency. 

  (4)   Where a disaster is classified as district or regional, 

the respective disaster management committee shall dispatch an 

assessment team to the disaster areas to undertake rapid need and 

damage assessment as stipulated under sub-regulation (2) and (3). 

  

Notice of 

evacuation 
 26.-(1) Save as provided in the Act, an evacuation is 

considered necessary, the Minister acting on the advice of the 

Director General shall subject to sub-regulation (2) issue a notice 

of evacuation. 
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  (2) A notice of evacuation pursuant to sub-regulation (1) 

shall specify the nature of the disaster and the area required to be 

evacuated and the potential harm to persons. 

  (3) Where a notice is issued pursuant to sub-regulation (1), 

the Director General shall coordinate the evacuation with the 

assistance of agencies involved in emergency and disaster 

management including the Police Force and the Fire Service. 

  (4) A person shall comply with a notice of evacuation 

issued pursuant to this regulation. 

  

Evacuation 

from places 

and buildings 

 27.  Every person shall urgently comply with any order of 

evacuation or exclusion by any person and vehicles from any area, 

building or places. 

  

Cessation of 

state of 

emergency 

 28.  A proclamation issued under section 27 of the Act, 

shall remain in operation until it is revoked by the President by a 

further proclamation declaring its cessation or until there occurs 

any of the situations referred to in Article 32(5) of the Constitution 

of the United Republic. 

  

Disaster 

Reporting 
 29-(1) The Director General shall, as soon as practicable 

upon the occurrence of an emergency and after reporting such 

emergency in accordance with the Act and these Regulations, 

submit to the Minister an initial disaster report in a manner 

prescribed in the First Schedule to these Regulations. 

  (2) The Director General shall, in addition to the initial 

disaster report, submit intermediate disaster reports at regular 

intervals as additional information is available after the conduct of 

more comprehensive surveys. 

  (3) The intermediate reports prepared under sub regulation 

(2) shall include such information as prescribe in the Second 

Schedule to these Regulations. 

  

Liaison officer  30. Every Permanent Secretary, head of department of 

Government, statutory body or local and international organization 
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undertaking disaster risk management shall ensure that there is at 

all times a person designated as the liaison officer for 

communication with the Director General in relation to disaster 

management. 

  

PART IV 

DISASTER MANAGEMENT VOLUNTEER 

  

Disaster 

management 

volunteers 

 31. Any person, private enterprise or non-governmental 

organization may, in the prescribed manner and form, volunteer 

to- 

 

 (a) provide or assist in the provision of any disaster 

management service in any region, district, ward or 

village; and 

 (b) perform within any region, district, ward or village 

any function connected with disaster management as 

determined by the Region, district, ward or village 

Committees.  

  

Establishment 

or disestablish-

ment of unit of 

volunteers 

 32.-(1) A region, district, ward or village may establish a 

unit of volunteers to participate in disaster management in the 

region, district, ward or village. 

  (2) The head of a Regional, District or Ward Committee 

shall inform the Agency of the establishment of a unit of 

volunteers within twenty one days of the effective date of such 

establishment. 

  (3) Where the need for a unit of volunteers ceases to exist, 

the head referred to in sub-regulation (1) shall inform the relevant 

region, district, ward or village accordingly and recommend to it 

that unit be disestablished. 

  (4) On receipt of recommendations under this regulation, 

the region, district, ward or village may disestablish the unit of 

volunteers established by it.  

  (5) The head of a Regional, District or Ward Committee 
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shall inform the Agency of the disestablishment of a unit of 

volunteers within twenty one days of the effective date of such 

disestablishment. 

  (6) The head of a Regional, District or Ward shall put 

appropriate communication mechanisms in place for the activation 

and deployment of members of the unit of volunteers. 

  (7) When activated, a volunteer and a component leader 

shall be identifiable by wearing the necessary distinguish apparel 

as described in the guidelines issued by the Agency. 

  

Components 

within unit of 

volunteers 

 33. A unit of volunteers may comprise of the following 

components: 

(a) first aid; 

 (b) general medical assistance and planning, such as 

doctors, specialist, nurses and pharmacists; 

 (c) social welfare, including, where necessary, 

counseling of the bereaved and assisting with stress 

relief and caring for the very young and elderly; 

 (d) fire fighting if the Region, district, ward or village 

does not have an established fire fighting service 

with a reserve force; 

 (e) fire safety or prevention; 

 (f) community and environmental health; 

 (g) traffic control if the region, district, ward or village 

does not have an established traffic control service 

with a reserve force; 

 (h) logistical support; 

 (i) region, district, ward or village disaster management 

support staff; 

 (j) communications; 

 (k) administrative support; 

 (l) coordination and assessment; or 

 (m) any other category of membership that a region, 

district, ward or village may decide upon as being 

necessary. 
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Requirement 

for volunteers 
 34.-(1)  A person who intends to enroll as a volunteer in a 

unit of volunteers shall- 

 (a) apply for enrolment by filling in form A(1) 

prescribed in the Third Schedule; 

 (b) complete a health questionnaire in a manner 

prescribed in Annexure B of the  Third Schedule; 

 (c) agree to serve as volunteer and undergo the 

prescribed training; 

 (d) submit to the  head of a Regional, District or Ward 

Committee the completed application form and 

health questionnaire, together with- 

 (i) a certified copy of his identity document; 

 (ii) a declaration by his employer that the 

employer will allow and release him to serve 

as volunteer and undergo training for 

reasonable periods; 

 (iii) two colour passport size photos; and 

 (iv) the written consent of his parent or parents or 

guardian prescribed in Annexure A(2), if he is 

still under the age of 18; and 

 (e) sign an undertaking prescribed in Annexure A(3) in 

the Third Schedule. 

  (2) The head of a Regional, District or Ward Committee 

shall establish a process whereby applications by potential 

volunteers for enrolment may be considered and decided upon. 

  (3) The process for considering applications by potential 

volunteers for enrolment shall include an evaluation of the health 

questionnaire referred to in sub regulation (1)(b) and a declaration 

by a medical doctor that the applicant is medically fit or not to 

perform the functions within the component in which he is to 

serve. 

  (4) The head of the centre shall inform an applicant within 

twenty one days whether his application for enrolment as a 

volunteer in the unit of volunteers of the relevant region, district, 

ward or village was successful or not. 
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  (5) The head of the centre shall immediately issue every 

applicant enrolled as a volunteer with a disaster management 

volunteer identity card in the form prescribed by the Agency. 

  

Records to be 

kept and 

processed by 

disaster 

manage-ment 

committees 

 35.-(1)  The  Regional, District, Ward or Village 

Committee shall keep a register in which the following particulars 

and Recorded in respect of every person enrolled as a volunteer- 

(a) full name, surname and identity number; 

 (b) gender; 

 (c) age; 

 (d) residential address, postal address and telephone 

number; 

 (e) telephone number and e-mail address, if applicable; 

 (f) contact details of next-kin; 

 (g) profession; 

 (h) business address and telephone number; 

 (i) date of enrolment as a volunteer; and 

 (j) such other particulars as the head of the  Regional, 

District, Ward or Village Committee may consider 

necessary. 

  (2)  When a volunteer changes his address, the volunteer 

shall within 7 days from such change inform the head of the centre 

and at the same time furnish full details of his new address. 

  (3) The particulars recorded in terms of sub regulation (1) 

shall be submitted to the Agency within twenty one days of a 

person’s enrolment as a volunteer. 

  

Training of 

volunteers  
 36.-(1) The Regional, District, Ward or Village Committee 

may in writing request a volunteer to undergo training in 

connection with the service for which the volunteer is enrolled. 

  (2) The training referred to in sub-regulation (1) shall- 

 (a) take place at the expense, of the relevant region, 

district, ward or village; and 
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 (b) not exceed a total period of 160 non-continuous 

hours per year, unless the volunteer agrees to 

undergo training for a longer period. 

  (3) The Regional, District, Ward or Village Committee 

shall maintain a record of all volunteers that have been directed to 

undergo training and who have actually undergone training. 

  (4)  The record maintained shall reflect- 

 (a) the full name, surname and identity number of the 

volunteer; 

 (b) the volunteer membership number; 

 (c) the course date; 

 (d) the training institution; 

 (e) the certification issued, date and number;  

 (f) the expiry date of the certificate, if any; and 

 (g) the type of course studied or undertaken. 

  

Suitable 

clothing and 

safety gears 

 37.-(1) Suitable clothing  and safety gears adapted to the 

type of activity undertaken  and complying with applicable safety 

legislation shall be issued to a volunteer, and shall be worn by the 

volunteer upon- 

 (a) reporting for duty; or 
 (b) attending training sessions. 
  (2) Suitable clothing and safety gears shall be replaced 

free of charge to a volunteer if normal wear and issued items are 

no longer serviceable. 

  (3) All suitable clothing and safety gears issued remains 

the property of the issuing authority. 

  (4) The issuing authority shall provide volunteer with 

badge, tag or other identification device which may conveniently 

be worn by each volunteer while performing his duties under these 

Regulations. 

  (5) The nature of suitable clothing and safety gears shall 

be determined by the relevant region, district, ward or village, and 

shall be in compliance with relevant legislation which makes the 

issue of such clothing compulsory for the protection and safety of 

volunteers. 



Disaster Management 

G.N. No. 12 (contd.) 

26 
 

Equipment 

issued to 

volunteers 

 38.-(1)  Equipment suitable for the type of activity 

undertaken or to be undertaken shall be issued to volunteers when 

necessary, but that equipment remains the property of the issuing 

authority. 

  (2) Equipment issued to volunteers shall also be such that 

groups or teams of volunteers established in high risk or remote 

rural areas, where speedy response time by professional services is 

not possible due to distances, accessibility or terrain to be covered, 

are properly equipped for disaster management. 

  (3) Equipment issued to volunteers shall be checked for 

serviceability by the issuing authority at intervals determined by 

the authority or technical subscription by supplier. 

  

Defraying of 

expenses 

incurred by 

volunteers 

 39.-(1)  A volunteer who is called upon to report for 

training, drills, exercises, rehearsals or duty is entitled to claim 

from the relevant Region, district, ward or village for actual 

expenditure and travelling expenses incurred by the volunteer in 

that regard. 

  (2)  A Region, district, ward or village that has established 

a unit of volunteers shall budget for the defrayal of any expenses 

referred to in sub-regulation (1). 

  (3) An NGO or such other institution may grant support to 

a volunteer or unit of volunteer through the respective regional, 

district, ward or village Committee. 

  

Transfer of 

volunteers 
 40.-(1) A volunteer may apply to the chairperson of 

respective committee to be transferred if the volunteer relocates to 

the area of another Regional, district, ward or village. 

  (2)  Where a transfer in terms of sub regulation (1) is 

applied for, the chairperson of the Region, district, ward or village 

Committee releasing the volunteer shall- 

 (a) notify the chairperson of the other Region, district, 

ward or village in which the transfer relates and 

request that other chairperson to confirm that the 

volunteer can be accommodated in one of the 
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components within the unit of volunteers of that other 

Region, district, ward or village; 

 (b) on confirmation of the transfer, forward the records, 

including a copy of the application form and medical 

questionnaire and training information, of the 

volunteer to the Region, district, ward or village; and 

 (c) notify the Agency of the transfer of the volunteer from 

one Region, District, Ward or Village to another 

within twenty one days of such transfer. 

  (3)  A volunteer who has been designated as a component 

leader shall be informed that, if his transfer to another Region, 

District, Ward or Village is successful, he shall be transferred as 

an ordinary volunteer without his designation as component 

leader. 

  (4)  A volunteer who is transferred to another Region, 

District, Ward or Village shall be informed that he may be 

accommodated in a different component within a unit of 

volunteers of the other Region, district, ward or village. 

  

Termination of 

volunteer’s 

membership 

 41.-(1)  A volunteer ceases to be a volunteer- 

(a) when the volunteer terminated his enrolment as a 

volunteer by seven days’ written notice to the 

chairperson of the regional, district, ward and village 

Committee; 

 (b) when the volunteer’s enrolment is by written notice 

terminated by the chairperson of the Committee on 

account of misconduct resulting from breach of the 

Undertaking or Code of Conduct signed by the 

volunteer; 

 (c) when the volunteer, having been requested to 

undergo training, fails to respond within seven days 

to a written warning from the head of the centre for 

not reporting for training; 

 (d) when the volunteer fails to maintain the required 

level of competency; or 
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 (e) when the volunteer, without acceptable reason, 

refuses, neglects or fails to report for duty after 

having been instructed to do so. 

  (2)  When a volunteer ceases to be a volunteer in terms of 

sub regulation (1) or is transferred in terms of regulation 40, the 

volunteer shall within seven days of the occurrence of any such 

event, return to the chairperson of the Committee, the disaster 

management volunteer identity card and any suitable clothing, and 

safety gears and equipment issued to him. 

  
Call of non 

members 
 42. These regulations shall not preclude a Region, district, 

ward or village from calling on persons who are not members of a 

unit of volunteers to assist the region, district, ward or village in 

dealing with a disaster. 

  

PART V 

MISCELLENIOUS  PROVISIONS 

  
Disclosure of 

information 
 43.-(1) The Agency and Committees established under the 

Act shall have exclusive power to issue information that relates to 

any disaster emergencies.   

  (2) Any person, who discloses information that relates to 

disaster emergencies without the consent of the Agency or 

Committee, commits an offence and is liable upon conviction to a 

fine not exceeding five hundred thousand shillings or to 

imprisonment for a term not exceeding twelve months or to both. 
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Limitation on 

resource 

mobilization 

for relief 

assistance 

 44.-(1) A person shall not solicit, collect or conduct any 

activity with a view of soliciting, collecting or raising funds or any 

other form of humanitarian relief assistance during disaster 

without the consent of the Director General. 

 (2) Any funds solicited, collected or donated by non-

humanitarian for the purposes of mitigating loss or damaged 

caused by disaster, shall be surrendered or disclosed to the 

Director General or any other person acting on his behalf and shall 

be used in accordance with the guidelines issued by the Director 

General. 

  (3) The Director General shall make guidelines for- 

 (a) the management, supervision, monitoring and 

soliciting of donations or funds during disaster; and 

 (b) mechanism for accountability of donations or  funds 

solicited for relief assistance. 

  (4) This regulation shall not apply to a person or group of 

persons who wish to contribute or donate funds or any other form 

of relief assistance during disaster. 

  

Offence and 

penalty 
 45.  A person who contravenes these Regulations commits 

an offence and on conviction is liable to a fine not exceeding one 

million shillings or to imprisonment for a term not exceeding two 

years. 

  

Revocation of  

GN No 33 of 

1991 

 46.  The Disaster Relief Coordination Regulations are 

hereby revoked. 
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_______ 
 

FIRST SCHEDULE 

_______ 

 

 (Made under Regulation 29(1)) 

_________ 

 

INITIAL DISASTER REPORT 

 

1. Kind of disaster 

2. Area affected (how large) with names of the villages, districts and regions 

3. Date and Time of occurrence 

4. Number of people died 

5. Number of people injured 

6. Number of homeless people 

7. Number of people affected 

8. Number of animals died and affected 

9. Damage to crops 

10. Damage to infrastructures (roads, railways, irrigation, electric power, 

telecommunications etc) 

11. Type of help needed including- 

(a) personnel;  

(b) relief supplies:  

(i) blankets 

(ii) shelter materials 

(iii) food 

(iv) portable water 

(v) clothing(type: warm or light) 

(c) medicaments, including vaccines, drugs and first aid material 

(d) Protection including security and psychosocial 

(e) vehicles: 

(i) 4- wheel drive 

(ii) trucks/ buses 

(iii) planes 

(iv) boats 

(f) rehabilitation and reconstruction programmes 

12. Weather conditions to determine the means of transport to disaster areas 

13. (1)Equipment needed such as radios, generators, water purifiers and water tanks 

  (2) Cash needed to defray cost of internal transport, unloading and warehousing 

  (3) Type and quantity of supplies which can be purchased locally 

(4) Type and quantity of relief supplies needed from outside with shipping 

instructions such as port facilities to be used (air and sea) documentation 

needed for rapid customs clearance and health certificates needed 

 (5) Expected duration of emergency phase (usually 1-3 months) 

14. Action taken by the Agency: 

(a) ……………. 

(b) ……………. 

(c) …………… 
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(d) …………… 

(e) …………… 

15. Action taken by Tanzania Red Cross 

(a) ……………. 

(b) ……………. 

(c) …………… 

(d) …………… 

(e) …………… 

 

16. Action taken by Humanitarian and other Voluntary Agencies: 

(a) ……………. 

(b) ……………. 

(c) ………….… 

(d) ………….… 

(e) …………...… 

(f) …………….. 

(g) ……………. 

17. Action taken in the country by United Nations Organizations, African Union, 

Regional Economic Communities and Bilateral Sources. 

18. Needs covered from within and outstanding needs for appeal to the United Nations 

and the International donor community. 

 

 

 

________ 

 

SECOND SCHEDULE 

____________ 

 

(Made under Regulation 29(3) 

____________ 

 

INTERMEDIATE DISASTER REPORTS 

 

1. How emergency is being met and by whom (Government, United Nations, African 

Union, Bilateral Donors and NGO’s) 

2. Major present activities (update on destruction) 

3. Damage to crops, livestock, industries, transport and communication, water supply, 

government buildings, schools, health centers, agriculture infrastructures, energy supply 

etc 

4. Short term reconstruction proposal 

5. Long term recovery projects proposal 

6. Problems that may have risen with emergency supplies  

7. Type of donation received and donor- 

(a) ……………….. 

(b) ……………….. 

(c) ……………….. 

(d) ……………….. 
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________ 

 

THIRD SCHEDULE 

___________ 

 

Annexure A(1) 

 

Application for enrolment as a volunteer in a disaster management volunteer unit 

 

(Made under regulation 34(1)(a)) 

___________ 

 

(a) Individuals 

1. Full name and surname: ………………………………………..……………………… 

2. Gender: ………………………………………………………..……………………….. 

3. Age: ………………………………………………………….………………………… 

4. Identity Number: ………………………………………………….…………………… 

5. Full residential address: ………………………………………………………..……… 

6. Postal address: ………………………………………………………….…………….... 

7. Telephone Number (Home): ………………………… (Office) ……………………… 

8.  Mobile Number ………………………. E-mail address: ……………………………… 

9. Employment details: 

(a) Name of employer: ………………………………………………………………… 

(b) Name of employment: ……………………………………………………………… 

10. Nature of service in respect of which the application is prepared to volunteer 

for:……………………………………………………………………….………..……… 

 ………………………     ………………………… 
 

(b) Institutions/NGO 

1. Name of the Institution: ......................................................................................  

2. Type of business/services: ............................................................................ ...... 

3. Registration Number: .........................................................................................  

4. Physical Address: ...............................................................................................  

 

…………………………    ………………….. 

Signature of Applicant     Date  

___________ 

 

Certified by employer (if any) 

___________ 

 

Occupation of employee (applicant): ………………………………………………………… 

Full business address of employee (applicant): ……………………….……………………… 

………………………………………………………………………………………………….. 

Employer’s remarks: …………………………………………………………………………… 

………………………………………………………………………………………………….. 

 

………………………    ………………………………… 

Signature of Applicant      Date  
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Annexure A(2) 

 

Consent by Parent or Guardian  

 

(To be completed in the case of a person under the age of 18 years)  

___________ 

(Regulation 34(1)(d)(iv)) 

___________ 

 

I, the undersigned, being the legal parent/guardian of ……………………………………………… 

hereby consent to the enrolment of the above mentioned person as a volunteer. 

 

………………..…………… 

Signature of Parent/Guardian      Date……………………….. 

 

 

 

Annexure A(3) 

 

 

Undertaking/Code of Conduct 

 

___________ 

(Regulation 34(1)(e)) 

___________ 

 

 

 

I, ……………………………………………………… (name of applicant), hereby agree that if I 

am enrolled as a volunteer, and as long as I remain a volunteer of the ……………………………… 

(name of municipally) Disaster Management Volunteer Unit, will adhere to, and abide by, all 

applicable policies and procedure and understand that failure to do so may result in the termination 

of my enrolment as a volunteer. 

 

 I agree to:  

 

11. Commit myself to render to the best of my ability and without fear or contradiction the 

service referred to in my application to enroll as a volunteer. 

 

12. Abide by all written policies and guidelines provided to me that are relevant to my 

volunteer work. 

 

13. Undergo training in connection therewith in terms of the Disaster Management Act, Cap 

242 and the national disaster management framework in order to provide quality service. 

 

14. Report for training, duty, drills, exercises and rehearsals on time and when called upon, and 

provide my component leader with as much notice as possible if I am unable to do so. 
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15. Accept supervision in the performance of my duty, and not to represent myself as an agent 

of the unit of volunteers, or offer comment to the media press unless approved by my 

supervisor. 

 

16. Perform all assigned tasks to the best of my ability, and not to report to work whilst under 

the influence of alcohol or drugs. 

 

17. Treat with courtesy each individual whom I come into contact with regardless of race, 

colour, religion, age, gender, sexual orientation or national ancestry. 

 

18. Obey all laws and regulations when reporting for and undergoing training, drills, exercises 

or rehearsals as well as when reporting for and rendering a service as a volunteer; and  

 

19. Set an example to others. 

 

 ………………………    ……………………… 

Signature of Applicant     Date  

 

 

The applicant entered and signed this undertaking/code of conduct before me at 

………………………… on ………………………………………… after acknowledging that he 

knows and understands the contents thereof. 

            

…………………………..……………….. 

Head of the Disaster Management Centre 

 

 

Date: ………………………. 

 

 
Annexure B 

 

Health questionnaire for disaster management volunteer  

___________ 

(Regulation 34(1)(b)) 

___________ 

 

For office use only 

Accepted  Rejected   

…………………………………………….. 

Representative of service/organization to whom 

volunteer would be allocated  

………………..  ……………… 

       Date      Signature  

Remarks  

 

 

 …………………………………………….. 

Head of the Disaster Management Centre 

 

………………..  ……………… 

       Date      Signature 
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A 

Surname  First name(s) 

 

Date of birth  Height   cm Body mass  kg 

 

I.D Number  Gender  

 

Blood Type  

 

B 

Are you suffering or 

have you ever suffered 

from: 

Mark with a cross in the 

appropriate column 

If any answer is yes, give 

details of the nature, 

severity, date and duration 

of the illness 

Any skin disease? Yes   No 

 

 

 

 

Any affliction of the 

skeletons and/or joints? 

Yes   No 

 

 

 

 

Any affliction of the ears, 

nose or teeth? 

Yes   No 

 

 

 

 

Any affliction of the heart 

or circulatory system? 

Yes   No 

 

 

 

 

Any affliction of the 

chest or respiratory 

system? 

Yes   No 

 

 

 

 

Any affliction of the 

digestive system? 

Yes   No 

 

 

 

 

Any affliction of the 

urinary system/genital 

organs? 

Yes   No 

 

 

 

 

Any nervous affliction or 

mental abnormality? 

Yes   No 

 

 

 

 

Any other illness or 

allergies? 

Yes   No 

 

 

 

 

 

C 

 Yes No 

Do you suffer from any defect of hearing, speech or sight?   

Are you physically disabled and do you use artificial limbs?   
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Give details of the nature and severity of the disability 

 

 

D 

 Yes No 

Have you undergone any operations?   

 

Give details of the nature and date of the operation(s) 

 

E 

Date of 

Examination 
 

This Certificate confirms that the patient has been examined on the date indicated above 

and has been found to be in good physical and psychological health, and fit to travel and 

work with the Tanzania Disaster Management Agency.  

Remarks 

 

Issue Date 

 

Signature and Stamp 

 

F 

I declare that the above information is true and correct and that I have not withheld any 

information regarding my health. 

 

………………………….    …………………………… 

 Signature            Date  

 

 

 

 
Dar es Salaam,       KASSIM M. MAJALIWA 

    24
th
 December, 2016      Prime Minister 

 


